


Frese Releese Action 


DISCOVERER XX is presently cut of ocummnd reach of existing ground 

stations giving rise te two possible situations: 

(1) Se-emtry will act cceur; or 

(2) Capeule any be prematurely released in other then 

prescribed recovery sreas. 

Tn order to properly control the release of official statements having 
to do with the latter possibility, the following bas been established as 
the official channels for handling press releases under verious conditions 
and situations. 

AYMO. Until there is enough evidence to assuee that re-entry did 
occur et some point, AVBI® will contime to comply with the DISCOVERER 
press plan end issue any ani all releases having to do vith DISCOVERER XX. 
when there is sufficient evidence to indicate that successful recovery 
cannot be accomplished, I6® vill amnomes to the press thet DISCOVERER xx 
hes experienced a mechanical failure anid that no recovery effart will be 
attempted. Standby forces vill continue in place to handle unforeseen 
situations resulting in possible retrieval. | 

Headquarters USAF. If it is assumed through evidence that re-entry 
did occur and a world-wide search is initiated, presse release action vill 
at that time be shifted from B® to Headquarters USAF. In this situation 
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BIO will continue to be used as necessary to sake releeses cirected by 
higher headquerters. 

Departwent of State. In the event the situation involves « 
foreign power’, yeees release action will be shifted from Headquarters USAF 
to the Department of State and at this point world-wide search will be 
verainated and Headquarters USAF will decline further commmnt. Aplan =. 
will be furnished to the Departuent of State to ausist then in their 
response to the given situation at the time, depending upon whether 
the reaction is in response to hostile action or friendly ection. 


6 hace Gaeal 





ae ae aa 


 wention contents of the DISCOVAAER XX capsule, wiless foreign reacticn 


reveals the true contents. In this event it my be stated that pe 

Certawm CLtttt-g _ 

DISCOVERER XX contained @-emnld-comena designed te check solar effecta ¥ 

—— 

upon spooled film, mechanisss. Research ani develop- 

ment tests of this nature are vital to the design ani operation of future . 

satellite systexs. In no instance vill « test Ghjective for such cameres 2 

ve stated, such as mapping, geodesy, allitary recomaissence, eta. | — 

The above information is being furnished to respousible officials =: 

within the Department of the Air Force, Deperteent of Defense, Department ~ 
of State and Central Intelligence Agency. . 





